
IY

a‑me‑n\‑n

s‑s‑\PÂ.....
\ ‑y ‑ qk ‑ n -e³U‑ ns ‑e 

a‑m\‑m Z‑z‑o]‑nÂ‑, l‑rZ-b-a‑n-
S‑n-¡‑m-¯‑, a‑ng‑n-I-f-\-§‑m-¯‑, N‑pï‑p-IÄ X‑pd-¡‑m-¯‑, 
N‑nd-I‑p-IÄ Ne‑n-¡‑m¯ Hc‑p t‑I‑m¬{‑I‑oä‑v ]£‑n-¡‑p-
t‑hï‑n Xs‑â- {‑]-W-bh‑p‑w P‑oh‑n-Xh‑p‑w kaÀ¸‑n¨ s‑s‑\
PÂ F¶ ISÂ¸-£‑n.

Ah³ Ah-f‑ps‑S Cf-I‑m¯ X‑qh-e‑p-IÄ t‑I‑mX‑n-
s‑b‑m-X‑p-¡‑n. X‑pd-¡‑m¯ N‑pï‑p-Is‑f N‑p‑w_‑n-¨‑p. ac-
h‑n¨ ]‑mZ-§-f‑nÂ s‑I‑m¡‑p-c‑p-½‑n. X‑pS‑n-¡‑m¯ ic‑o-cs‑¯ 
t‑a‑ml‑n-¨‑p. ]¸‑p‑w-]‑q-Sb‑p‑w s‑]‑mg‑n-¡‑m-¯‑, A\-§‑m¯ 
AhÄ-¡-S‑p-s‑¯‑mc‑p I‑qs‑S‑m-c‑p¡‑n I‑m¯‑n-c‑p-¶‑p. Ah-
f‑ps‑S {‑]W-b-¯‑n-\‑m-b‑v.... Ah-k‑m\‑w B I‑mÂ¨‑p-h-«‑nÂ 
ac‑n-¨‑p-h‑o-g‑p‑w-hs‑c I‑m¯‑n-c‑p-¶‑p.

s‑s‑\PÂ F¶ GI‑m-I‑n-b‑mb B¬]-£‑n-b‑ps‑S 
ac-WIY t‑I«-t‑¸‑mÄ F\‑n-t‑¡‑mÀ½-h-¶X‑v t‑Uh‑nU‑v 
F¶ a\‑p-j‑y-s‑\-b‑m-W‑v. Ab‑mÄ I‑mh-e‑n-c‑p¶ {‑]W-b-
s‑¯-b‑m-W‑v. "I didn't get marry because she didn't say yes‑' 

s‑s‑\PÂ
F¶‑v h‑nh‑m-l-¯‑n\‑p h‑y‑mJ‑y‑m-\‑w-s‑I‑m-S‑p-¯‑, Aa‑q-e‑y-
a‑mb H¶‑ns‑\ {‑]W-b‑n-¨‑, {‑]W-b‑n¨‑p X‑r]‑vX‑n-s‑¸« 
B a\-Ê‑n-s‑\-b‑m-W‑v. {‑]Wb‑w \j‑vS-a‑mb Z‑p:Ja-Ã‑, 
{‑]W-b-¯‑ns‑â t‑\c‑p‑w \‑ndh‑p‑w X‑r]‑vX‑n‑, ]‑p©‑nc‑n 
Bb‑n-c‑p-¶‑m-a‑p-J-s‑¯-¶‑p‑w.

t‑Uh‑n-U‑ns‑\ R‑m³ ]c‑n-N-b-s‑¸-S‑p-¶X‑v \‑me‑v]
X‑p hÀj-§Ä¡‑p a‑p³]‑v _mw¥‑q-c‑ns‑e {‑]k‑n-²-a‑mb 
s‑kb‑vâ‑v B³{‑U‑qk‑v NÀ¨‑ns‑â a‑pä-¯‑p-s‑h-¨‑m-W‑v.

R‑m³ þ k‑mh-´‑v. Xa‑n-g‑v\‑m-«‑ns‑e Hc‑pÄ\‑m-S³ 
{‑K‑ma-¯‑ns‑â \‑nj‑vI-f-¦-Xb‑p‑w \‑nÊ-l‑m-b-Xb‑p‑w Hc‑p 
t‑I‑mt‑fP‑v U‑n{‑K‑nb‑p‑w s‑s‑Ia‑p-X-e‑m-b‑n‑, t‑P‑me‑n t‑XS‑n 
_‑m‑w¥‑q-c‑n-s‑e¯‑n k‑n²-]‑pc‑w t‑I‑mf-\‑n-b‑nÂ A`b‑w 
t‑XS‑nb Id‑p-¯‑p-s‑a-e‑nª Cc‑p-]-¯‑n-c-ï‑p-I‑m-c³.

_‑m‑w¥‑q-c‑ns‑â s‑Xc‑p-h‑p-I-f‑n-e‑qs‑S Ae-ª‑p-\
S¡‑pt‑¼‑mÄ Hc-Û‑p-X‑w-t‑]‑ms‑e F\‑n-¡‑p-a‑p-¶‑nÂ Xe-
b‑p-bÀ¯‑n \‑n¶‑n-c‑p¶‑p s‑kb‑vâ‑v B³{‑U‑qk‑v NÀ¨‑v. 
{‑]X‑o-£-t‑b‑ms‑S At‑§‑m«‑p t‑\‑m¡‑nbt‑¸‑ms‑g‑ms‑¡ 
hÃ‑m-s‑¯‑mc‑p ̀ b‑w F\‑n-b‑v¡-\‑p-`-h-s‑¸-«‑p. t‑Zh‑m-eb‑w 
F¦‑ne‑p‑w k‑z‑oI-c‑n-b‑v¡-s‑¸-S‑n-Ã- F-s‑¶‑mc‑p t‑X‑m¶Â.
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Hc‑p-Z‑n-h-ks‑¯ Ae-¨‑n-e‑n-\‑n-S-b‑nÂ‑, X‑o{‑h-a‑mb 
B{‑Kl‑w X¶ s‑s‑[c‑y-¯‑nÂ R‑m\‑m Ie‑v]-S-h‑p-IÄ 
Ib-d‑n. a‑pä-¯‑p-\‑n-¶‑p. t‑Zh‑m-e-b-¯‑n\‑p N‑pä‑p‑w \S-¶‑p. 
]‑ns‑¶ _e-l‑o-\-a‑m-b-s‑X--¦‑ne‑p‑w s‑s‑[c‑y-¯‑ns‑â Hc‑p 
XÅ-e‑nÂ R‑m\‑m h‑ni‑p² aµ‑n-c-¯‑n-\-I¯‑p IS-¶‑p. 
]ï‑v Fs‑â ]‑qÀÆ‑n-IÀ¡‑v A\‑p-h-Z‑n-¨‑p-s‑I‑m-S‑p-¯‑n-c‑p¶ 
Gä‑w ]‑n³\‑n-c-b‑n-e‑n-c‑p-¶‑p.

As‑¶‑mc‑p R‑mb-d‑m-g‑vN-b‑m-b‑n-c‑p¶‑p. F{‑Xt‑b‑m 
XhW B ]Å‑n-a-W‑n-s‑b‑m¨ t‑I«‑n-c‑p-¶‑p. h‑mt‑Z‑y‑m-]-
I-c-W-§-f‑ps‑S k‑wK‑o-X-¯‑n\‑v a\-Ê‑nÂ I‑mt‑X‑mÀ¯‑n-
c‑p-¶‑p. Ah‑n-S‑ps‑¯ ]‑m«‑p‑w k‑wK‑o-Xh‑p‑w Fs‑â 
i‑z‑mks‑¯t‑¸‑me‑p‑w \‑nb-{‑´‑n-¨‑p. AX‑n-s‑\‑m¸‑w Fs‑â 
i‑z‑mt‑k‑m-Ñ‑mk‑w DbÀ¶‑p-X‑m-W‑p.

h‑ni‑p-²-_e‑n Ah-k‑m-\‑n¡‑p‑w a‑p¼‑p-X-s‑¶‑, BÄ¡‑m-
c‑n-d§‑p‑w a‑p¼‑v R‑m³ ]‑pd-¯‑n-d-§‑n. I‑ps‑d-t‑\c‑w Id-§‑n-
\-S-¶‑p. X‑nc‑n-¨‑p-h¶‑v X‑pd-¶‑p-I‑n-S-¡‑p¶ P\‑m-e-b‑n-e‑qs‑S 
B s‑s‑]¸‑v H‑mÀK-\‑nÂ t‑\‑m¡‑n \‑nÂ¡‑p-t‑¼‑m-g‑mW‑v‑, 
]‑pd-I‑nÂ‑, Fs‑â t‑X‑mf‑nÂ Hc‑p t‑\c‑nb k‑v]Ài‑w Ad‑n-
b‑p-¶-X‑v. s‑R«‑n-¯‑n-c‑nª‑p t‑\‑m¡‑n-b-t‑¸‑mÄ N‑nc‑n-¡‑p¶ 
a‑pJ-h‑p-a‑mb‑n Hc-X‑n-I‑m-b³. s‑]s‑«¶‑v R‑m\‑m-a‑pJ‑w X‑nc‑n-¨-
d‑n-ª‑p.     ]‑m«‑p-I‑mÀ¡‑n-S-b‑nÂ K‑n¯‑mÀ h‑mb‑n¨ s‑]‑m¡- 
¡‑m-c³. Ad‑p-]-t‑X‑mf‑w hb-Ê‑ns‑â \c-t‑b‑m-S‑nb X‑mS‑nb‑p‑w 
a‑pS‑n-b‑p‑w. h‑r¯‑n-b‑mb‑n hk‑v{‑X-[‑m-cW‑w s‑Nb‑vX Ab‑m-
f‑ps‑S kk‑vs‑]³UÀ ]‑nS‑n-¸‑n¨ ]‑m³k‑p‑w s‑Nf‑n-]‑p-c-
f‑m¯ j‑qk‑p‑w F\‑n¡‑p I‑uX‑p-I-a‑m-b‑n.

""What are you looking at?‑''. k‑ua‑y-s‑a-¦‑n-e‑p‑w‑, Ab‑m-
f‑ps‑S t‑N‑mZ‑y‑w Fs‑¶ `b-s‑¸-S‑p-¯‑n.

""s‑s‑]¸‑v H‑mÀK³....‑'' P\‑m-e-b‑n-e‑qs‑S AI-t‑¯¡‑v 
h‑ncÂN‑qï‑n Fs‑â h‑n¡‑nb h‑m¡‑p-IÄ.

""Would you like to see it?‑''
s‑Nf‑n-]‑p-cï hÅ‑n-¨-¸Â \S-b‑n-e‑q-c‑n-b‑n«‑v R‑m³ 

Ab‑mÄ¡‑p ]‑n¶‑ms‑e \S-¶‑p. k‑wK‑o-t‑X‑m-]-I-c-W-§-
f‑ps‑S Hc‑p-Õ-h‑w. Hc‑p h‑nc‑p-¶‑v. ̀ b-¦-c-a‑mb kt‑´‑m-j-
t‑¯‑m-s‑S‑, Hc‑p k‑z]‑v\-¯‑n-s‑e-¶-t‑]‑ms‑e R‑ms‑\Ã‑m‑w 
t‑\‑m¡‑n-\-S-¶‑p.

""Do you like to music?‑'' F¶ t‑N‑mZ‑y-¯‑n\‑v 
At‑¸‑mg‑p‑w h‑n«‑p-a‑m-d‑m¯ ]XÀ¨-t‑b‑m-s‑S‑, ad‑p-]-S‑n-
s‑b‑m¶‑p‑w ]d-b‑ms‑X R‑m\-b‑ms‑f t‑\‑m¡‑n-\‑nÂ¡‑pI 
a‑m{‑X‑w s‑Nb‑vX‑p.

""I am Dave. David.‑'' ]c‑n-K-W-\-b‑ps‑S k‑v]Ài-h‑p-
a‑mb‑v B \‑oï s‑s‑IIÄ F\‑n¡‑p t‑\s‑c \‑o«‑n.

""I am Savanth.‑'' R‑m\‑p‑w ]c‑n-N-b-s‑¸-S‑p-¯‑n.
k‑ul‑r-Z-¯‑n-s‑â‑, k‑vt‑\l-¯‑ns‑â Fs‑â s‑Nd‑p-¸-

¯‑ne‑p‑w Hc‑p he‑n-¸-a‑pï‑v F¶‑p ]T‑n-¸‑n¨‑p X¶ Ad‑n-
h‑ns‑â Hc‑p X‑pS-¡-a‑m-b‑n-c‑p-¶-X‑v.

""We have a gathering on Friday evenings at the 
cottage. We call it the Banglore Musical Groups. If you 
are free, come and Join us.''

h‑ni‑z-k‑n-¡‑m-\‑m-b‑n-Ã. AX‑p-h-s‑c-b‑pÅ kt‑´‑mj‑w 
a‑pJ-s‑¯‑mc‑p ]‑p©‑n-c‑n-b‑mb‑v \‑nd-ª‑n-c‑p-s‑¶-¦‑ne‑p‑w 
h‑m¡‑p-I-s‑f‑m-s‑¡b‑p‑w ad-¶-t‑]‑m-s‑e. ̀ ‑mjb‑p‑w k‑wk‑m-
c-t‑i-j‑nb‑p‑w \j‑vS-a‑m-b-t‑]‑m-s‑e.

Fs‑â I®‑p-I-f‑nÂ t‑\‑m¡‑n‑, Ø‑mb‑n-b‑mb B 
]‑p©‑n-c‑n-t‑b‑ms‑S ""Friday evening. Just come.‑'' F¶‑p 
]dª‑v Ab‑mÄ \S-¶‑p.

Ig‑nª I‑pt‑d a‑mk-§-f‑mb‑n R‑m\-\‑p-`-h‑n-¨‑n-c‑p¶ 
]c‑m-[o\-X-I-s‑f‑m-s‑¡b‑p‑w AX‑ns‑â Nc-S‑p-]‑n-S‑n¨‑v Fs‑¶ 
k‑zX-{‑´-\‑m-¡‑n. R‑m\‑p-ds‑¡ ]d-ª‑p. 

""I will be there.‑''
X‑nc‑n-ª‑p-\‑n¶‑v s‑s‑Ih‑oi‑n Xe-I‑p-e‑p¡‑n Ab‑mÄ 

\S-¶‑p. 
""Friday evening. St.Andrews church cottage. Ban-

glore Musical Group.‑''
F§‑m\‑p‑w ad-¶‑p-t‑]‑m-b‑mt‑e‑m? R‑m\-X-§s‑\ Dc‑p-

h‑n-«‑p-s‑I‑m-t‑ï-b‑n-c‑p-¶‑p.
Fs‑â _‑p²‑n¡‑p‑w a\-Ê‑n\‑p‑w Gä‑n-c‑p¶ ]c‑n-¡‑p-

IÄs‑¡‑m-s‑¡b‑p‑w t‑as‑e‑, I‑rX‑y-a‑mb‑n s‑hÅ‑n-b‑mg‑vN 
s‑s‑hI‑p-t‑¶c‑w R‑m\-h‑n-s‑S-s‑b-¯‑n. B t‑I‑m¼‑u-ï‑nÂ 
aS‑n-¨‑p-\‑n¶ Fs‑¶‑, Z‑qs‑c t‑I‑mt‑«-P‑ns‑â a‑p¶‑nÂ\‑n¶‑v 
t‑Uh‑v s‑s‑II‑m«‑n h‑nf‑n-¨‑p.

A]‑qÀÆ-a‑m-s‑b‑mc‑p k‑ul‑r-Z-¯‑n-t‑e-¡‑pÅ s‑s‑II‑m«‑n 
h‑nf‑n-b‑m-b‑n-c‑p-¶-X‑v.

s‑Nd‑p-¸-¯‑nÂ ]Å‑n-¸‑m-«‑nÂ\‑n¶‑p I‑n«‑nb Ad‑n-h‑nÂ 
k‑zc-§Ä a‑qf‑m-\‑m-b‑n. k‑vI‑qf‑ns‑e k‑wK‑o-X-¢‑m-k‑ns‑e 
hb-e‑n\‑p‑w K‑nä‑m-d‑p‑wþ B A\‑p-{‑K-l-§Ä s‑s‑Ih‑n-c-e‑p-
I-f‑ps‑S ]‑nW-¡-a-I-ä‑n. CX‑n-\‑p-]-c‑n-b‑mb‑n "X‑o{‑h-a‑mb 
Cj‑vS‑w‑' F¶ Ad‑n-h‑p-a‑m-{‑Xt‑a F\‑n¡‑v k‑wK‑o-X-¯‑nÂ 
Dï‑m-b‑n-c‑p-¶‑p-Å‑q. F¶‑n«‑p‑w R‑m³ _‑m‑w¥‑qÀ a‑y‑qk‑n-
¡Â {‑K‑q¸‑ns‑â Bg‑vN-¡‑q-«-¯‑nÂ `‑mK-a‑m-b‑n. ka‑q-l-
¯‑ns‑e D¶-X-c‑ps‑S B I‑q«‑m-b‑va-b‑nÂ Hc-]-k‑z-c-a‑mb‑v 
apg-¨‑p-\‑n-s‑¶-¦‑ne‑p‑w AIÂ¨ Ad‑n-b‑n-¡‑ms‑X t‑Uh‑v 
Fs‑¶- t‑NÀ¯‑p-\‑nÀ¯‑n. _‑m‑w¥‑q-c‑nÂ F\‑n-¡‑p-I‑n-«‑nb 
BZ‑ys‑¯ t‑P‑me‑nb‑p‑w t‑Uh‑v GÀ¸‑m-S‑m-¡‑n-bX‑p Xs‑¶.

Gs‑d-\‑m-fs‑¯ k‑ul‑r-Z-¯‑n-\‑n-S-b‑nÂ a‑mX‑m-]‑n-
X‑m-¡-s‑f-¡‑p-d‑n-¨‑v‑, h‑nh‑m-l-s‑¯-¡‑p-d‑n¨‑v Hs‑¡ t‑Uh‑v 
k‑wk‑m-c‑n-¨‑p.

A[‑n-\‑n-t‑h-i-¯‑ns‑â t‑IS‑p-I-s‑f‑ms‑¡ s‑]‑m«‑n-¡-g‑n-
ª‑n«‑p‑w t‑Uh‑v k‑vt‑I‑m«-e³U‑n\‑p X‑nc‑n-¨‑p-t‑]‑m-b‑n-Ã. 
C´‑y-¡‑m-c-\‑mb‑n P‑oh‑n-¨‑p. AX‑n\‑p I‑mc-W-a‑n-§s‑\:

""I didn't go back to Scottland because I couldn't 
leave my mom alone here.‑''

a½-b‑ps‑S t‑c‑mK‑m-h-Ø-b‑nÂ ]¸b‑p‑w R‑m\‑p‑w I‑qs‑S-
t‑h-W-s‑a¶‑p iT‑n-¨‑n-c‑p-¶‑p. F¶‑mÂ P·-\‑m-«‑n-t‑e¡‑v 
X‑nc‑n-¨‑p-t‑]‑m-IW‑w Fs‑¶‑m-c‑n-¡e‑p‑w Bh-i‑y-s‑¸-«‑n-Ã. 
IÂ¡-«-b‑ns‑e k‑vt‑I‑mS‑ve³U‑v s‑ka‑n-äd‑n Xs‑¶-b‑mI‑p‑w 
a½ a‑p¶‑nÂ Iï‑n-c‑p-¶-X‑p‑w.

a½s‑b b‑m{‑X-b‑m¡‑n FÃ‑m-hc‑p‑w X‑nc‑n-¨‑p-t‑]‑m-b‑n«‑p‑w 
]X‑n-\-©‑p-h-b-Ê‑ns‑â ]I‑z-X-b‑n-Ã‑ms‑X aI³ I‑pg‑n-a‑m-
S-¯‑n-\-c‑ns‑I \‑n¶‑v Ae-d‑n-¡-c-ª‑p. ]¸ t‑NÀ¯‑p-]‑n-
S‑n¨‑v a‑mä‑p‑w-hs‑c Ah‑ns‑S Cf-I‑n-¡‑n-S¶ ]‑pX‑p-a-®‑nÂ 
Ahs‑â I®‑oÀ \\-h‑p-]-SÀ¯‑n.

a½-t‑b‑mS‑v H«‑n-\‑n¶ aI\‑v A§-s‑\-s‑b‑m-c‑m-L‑m-
X-¯‑nÂ \‑n¶‑p‑w ]‑pd-¯‑p-I-S-¡‑pI A{‑X Ff‑p-¸-a‑m-
b‑n-Ã. a‑qI-\‑m-b‑n‑, X\‑n-¨‑n-c‑n-¡‑m-\‑n-j‑vS-s‑¸« Ahs‑\ 
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B ]‑nX‑mh‑v h‑oï‑p‑w h‑nÂ¯‑p-¼‑nÂ ]‑nS‑n¨‑p \S-¯‑n. ]X‑n-s‑b-¸-
X‑ns‑b Ah-\‑n-j‑vS-s‑¸« k‑wK‑o-X-¯‑n-t‑e¡‑p‑w h‑mb-\-b‑n-t‑e¡‑p‑w 
s‑s‑I]‑n-S‑n-¨‑p-\-S-¯‑n.

{‑_‑n«‑oj‑v ]«‑m-f-¯‑ns‑e DbÀ¶ Dt‑Z‑y‑m-K-Ø³. Xs‑â aIs‑\ 
H‑ut‑Z‑y‑m-K‑n-I-a‑mb‑n D¶-X‑n-b‑n-s‑e-¯‑n-¡‑m³ Gs‑d {‑ia‑n¨‑p. F¶‑mÂ 
k‑wK‑o-X-s‑¯b‑p‑w ]‑pk‑vX-I§-s‑fb‑p‑w k‑vt‑\l‑n¨ aI\‑v Xs‑â 
hg‑n-b‑n-e‑qs‑S k©-c‑n-¡‑m³ Ig‑n-b‑nÃ F¶-d‑nª B ]‑nX‑mh‑v 
Ahs‑\ Ahs‑â hg‑nt‑b h‑n«‑p.

t‑Uh‑v Cc‑pï \‑nd-¡‑m-c‑mb C´‑y³ I‑p«‑n-I-f‑ps‑S A[‑y‑m-]-
I\‑mb‑n.

ac-W-t‑ij‑w Xs‑¶ k‑vt‑I‑m«‑ve³U‑v a®‑n\‑p s‑I‑mS‑p-¡W‑w F¶ 
]¸-b‑ps‑S B{‑Kl‑w \‑nd-t‑h-ä‑n-¡-g‑n-ª-t‑¸‑mÄ t‑Uh‑v X‑oÀ¯‑p‑w 
A\‑m-Y-\‑m-b‑n.

Bb‑n-s‑S-b‑mW‑v Hc‑p ]‑mÀ«‑n-b‑nÂ t‑Uh‑v d‑q¯‑ns‑\ ]c‑n-N-b-
s‑¸-S‑p-¶-X‑v.

B[‑n-]-X‑yh‑p‑w \‑ne-\‑ne‑v]‑p‑w \j‑vS-a‑m-I‑p¶ {‑_‑n«‑oj‑v ]«‑m-f-
¡‑m-c‑ps‑S CS-b‑n-t‑e¡‑v Hc‑p ]‑pX‑nb Xk‑vX‑n-I-b‑n-e‑mW‑m k‑pµc‑n 
Ø‑m\-t‑a-ä-X‑vþ t‑k‑mj‑yÂ hÀ¡À. t‑P‑me‑n-b‑nÂ {‑]K-Ûb‑p‑w I‑rX‑y-
\‑n-j‑vT-¡‑m-c‑n-b‑p-a‑mb‑n d‑q¯‑v Bt‑L‑m-j-t‑h-f-I-f‑nÂ k‑pt‑_‑m[‑w 

\j‑vS-a‑mb ]«‑m-f-¡‑mÀ¡‑n-S-b‑n-e‑qs‑S Hc‑p 
]cÂa‑o-\‑n-s‑\-t‑¸‑ms‑e \‑o´‑n-\-S-¶‑p. Ah-
c‑ps‑S h‑nc-e‑p-I-f‑nÂ X‑q§‑n‑, s‑s‑I¸‑n-S‑n-b‑nÂ 
HX‑p-§‑ms‑X Bt‑L‑m-j-§s‑f hc‑p-X‑n-b‑n-e‑m-
¡‑n. kÂ¡‑mc l‑mf‑p-I-f‑ps‑S a‑mÀ_‑nÄ¯-
db‑ne‑qs‑S aS-¼‑p-bÀ¶ j‑qk‑n«‑v Hc‑p ]‑pÂ¨‑m-
S‑n-s‑b-t‑¸‑ms‑e AhÄ \‑r¯-¨‑p-h-S‑p-IÄ h¨‑p.

Bt‑L‑m-j-§Ä¡‑p‑w Bc-h-§Ä¡‑p‑w 
CS-b‑ne‑p‑w d‑q¯‑ns‑â a‑ng‑n-IÄ Ft‑´‑m 
X‑nc-ª‑p-s‑I‑m-t‑ï-b‑n-c‑p-¶‑p. k‑pa‑pJ-c‑mb 
{‑_‑n«‑oj‑v ]«‑m-f-¡‑m-c‑ps‑S s‑s‑II-f‑nÂ X‑q§‑n 
\‑r¯‑w s‑N¿‑p-t‑¼‑m-g‑p‑w‑, aZ‑y‑w \‑pW-b‑p-
t‑¼‑mg‑p‑w l‑mf‑ns‑â I\¯ h‑mX‑n-e‑p-IÄ¡-
¸‑pd‑w Ah-f‑ps‑S I®‑p-IÄ Ae-ª‑p. 

s‑s‑Ih‑n-c-e‑p-I-f‑nÂ \‑n¶‑p‑w ]«‑m-f-s‑s‑I-
IÄ i‑oc-c-¯‑n-t‑e-¡‑n-g-b‑p-t‑¼‑mÄ‑, AX‑oh 
s‑s‑hZ-K‑v²‑y-t‑¯‑ms‑S AhÄ \‑r¯-¨‑p-h-
S‑p-IÄ a‑mä‑n. C‑uÀj‑y t‑X‑m¶‑n-¸‑n-¡‑ms‑X 
s‑X¶‑n-a‑m-d‑n. B N‑ph-S‑p-IÄ ]e-t‑¸‑mg‑p‑w 
Hc‑m-{‑ib‑w t‑]‑ms‑e s‑N¶-h-k‑m-\‑n-¨X‑v 
t‑Uh‑n-e‑m-b‑n-c‑p-¶‑p.

t‑Uh‑v AhÄs‑¡‑m-c-`-b-a‑m-b‑n-c‑p-¶‑p. Dd-
¸‑m-b‑n-c‑p¶‑p. I®‑p-I-f-S¨‑v AS‑p-¯‑n-c‑n-¡‑m³ 
t‑]‑m¶ h‑ni‑z‑m-k-a‑m-b‑n-c‑p-¶‑p. B h‑ni‑z‑m-
ks‑¯ AhÄ k‑vt‑\l‑n-¨‑p. Cj‑vS-¸-«‑p.

d‑q¯‑ns‑â AS‑p-¸‑w‑, h‑ni‑z‑m-k‑wþ AX‑v 
t‑Uh‑nÂ Hc‑p ]‑pX‑nb D‑uÀÖ‑w \‑nd-¨‑p. 
d‑q¯ns‑\‑m¸‑w Bb‑n-c‑n-¡‑p-t‑¼‑m-s‑g‑m-s‑¡‑, 
]¸-b‑p-s‑Sb‑p‑w a½-b‑p-s‑Sb‑p‑w ac-W-t‑ij‑w 
A\‑p-`-h‑n¨ A\‑m-YX‑z‑w t‑\À¯‑p-h-¶‑p.

t‑Uh‑v‑, d‑q¯n-s‑\‑m-¸-a‑m-b‑n-c‑n-¡‑m³ Cj‑vS-
s‑¸-«‑p.

AhÀ H¶‑n¨‑p b‑m{‑X-s‑N-b‑vX‑p. k‑wk‑m-
c‑n-¨‑p. `£W‑w Ig‑n-¨‑p. aZ‑y-]‑n-¨‑p. h‑nt‑i-
j-Z‑n-\-§-f‑m-t‑L‑m-j‑n-¨‑p. t‑Uh‑v d‑q¯‑ns‑â 
h‑nc-e‑p-I-f‑nÂ h‑nc-e‑p-IÄ t‑I‑mÀ¯‑v k‑pµ-
c-a‑mb N‑ph-S‑p-I-f‑nÂ \‑r¯‑w s‑Nb‑vX‑p. Hc‑p 
]‑qh‑v h‑nS-c‑p-t‑¼‑ms‑e Ah-f‑ps‑S Ih‑n-f‑nÂ 
N‑pï‑p-IÄ t‑NÀ¯‑p. c‑mt‑hs‑d \‑of‑p¶ 
]‑mÀ«‑n-IÄs‑¡‑m-S‑p-h‑nÂ N‑pä‑p-a‑pÅ ]«‑m-f-¡‑m-
c‑ps‑S a¯‑p-]‑nS‑n¨ I®‑p-If‑p‑w ]‑mZ-§f‑p‑w 
s‑X¶‑n d‑q¯‑n-\‑p-t‑\s‑c F¯‑p-t‑¼‑mÄ‑, d‑q¯‑v 
t‑Uh‑v F¶ h‑ni‑z‑m-k-¯‑n-t‑e¡‑v \S-¶‑p. 
`‑qi-c‑m{‑X‑n t‑\À¶‑v AhÀ ]‑nc‑n-b‑p‑w-hs‑c 
t‑Uh‑v d‑q¯‑ns‑â ià-a‑mb t‑I‑m«-b‑m-b‑n.

aW‑n-¡‑q-d‑p-IÄ b‑m{‑X-s‑N-b‑vX‑v‑, a½-b‑ps‑S 
I‑pg‑n-a‑m-S-¯‑n-\-c‑ns‑I \‑n¶‑v ""Mamma, this is 
Ruth.‑'' F¶‑v ]e-h«‑w d‑q¯‑ns‑\ ]c‑n-N-b-
s‑¸-S‑p-¯‑n. Ah-f‑ps‑S ASÀ¶‑p-h‑oW I®‑oÀ 
a½-t‑b‑mS‑p k‑vt‑\l‑w ]d-ª‑p. \\ª 
a‑ng‑n-IÄ aIs‑â a‑mX‑r-k‑vt‑\l‑w h‑mg‑v¯‑n.

d‑q¯‑n-s‑\‑m¸‑w t‑Uh‑v k‑pc-£‑n-X-\‑m-b‑n. 
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kt‑´‑m-j-h‑m-\‑m-b‑n. Ahs‑â t‑_‑m[-¯‑nÂ \‑n¶‑p a½ 
]X‑ns‑b h‑nc-e‑p-IÄh‑n«‑v ]‑pd-t‑I‑m«‑p a‑md‑n.

A¶‑v s‑kb‑vâ‑v B³{‑U‑qk‑v C‑uh‑v. ]c-¼-c‑m-K-X-
a‑mb ]‑m«‑p‑w U‑m³k‑p‑w ̀ £-Wh‑p‑w Hs‑¡-b‑mb‑n \h‑w-
_-d‑ns‑e k‑pµ-c-a‑mb Hc‑p c‑m{‑X‑n.

CX‑mW‑p Xs‑â A`-b‑w. CX‑mW‑p Xs‑â {‑]W-
b‑w. CX‑mW‑p Xs‑â ad‑p-]‑m-X‑nþ B t‑\c-d‑nª t‑Uh‑v 
d‑q¯‑nsâ s‑s‑I¯e‑w Xs‑â s‑s‑II-f‑n-s‑e‑m-X‑p-¡‑n. k‑vt‑\
l-t‑¯‑ms‑S B s‑s‑IIÄ ]‑nS‑n-¨‑v‑, a‑ng‑n-I-f‑nÂ t‑\‑m¡‑n 
\‑nÂs‑¡ Gä‑w kX‑y-k-Ô-a‑mb‑, \‑nj‑v¡-f-¦-a‑mb‑, 
k‑pµ-c-a‑mb h‑m¡‑p-IÄ B N‑pï‑p-IÄ a{‑´‑n¨‑p:

""Ruth, will you marry me?‑''
X‑r]‑vX-\‑m-b‑n‑, kt‑´‑m-j‑w-\‑n-dª a\-t‑Ê‑m-s‑S‑, B 

I®‑p-I-f‑nÂ t‑\‑m¡‑n t‑Uh‑v A§-s‑\-Xs‑¶ \‑n¶‑p. 
d‑q¯‑ns‑â h‑nSÀ¶ a‑ng‑n-I-f‑nÂ \\-h‑p-]-SÀ¶‑p. AX‑p 
\‑nd-s‑ª‑m-g‑p-I‑n. 

AhÄ \‑nÈ-_‑vZ-b‑m-b‑n. h‑m¡‑p-IÄ ad-t‑¶-t‑]‑m-b‑n. 
AhÀ s‑s‑IIÄ t‑NÀ¯‑p-]‑n-S‑n-¨‑p.
h‑ncÂ¯‑p-¼‑nÂ l‑rZ-b-a‑n-S‑n-¸-d‑n-ª‑p.
a‑ng‑n-I-f‑nÂ P‑ohs‑\ Bh‑m-l‑n-s‑¨-S‑p-¯‑p.
N‑pï‑p-I-f‑nÂ h‑nX‑p-¼Â Hc‑p ]‑p©‑n-c‑n-b‑m-b‑nþ
_‑m‑w¥‑qÀ a‑y‑qk‑n-¡Â {‑K‑q¸‑ns‑â h‑mZ‑y-t‑L‑m-j-§Ä 

AhÀ¡‑n-S-b‑ns‑e a‑u\‑w a‑pd‑n-¨‑p-I-f-b‑p‑w-h-s‑c.
a‑ng‑n-I-f-I-ä‑n‑, l‑rZ-b-s‑¯-b-SÀ¯‑n‑, s‑s‑IIÄ h‑n«‑v 

AhÀ ]‑m«‑p-I‑mÀs‑¡‑m¸‑w t‑NÀ¶‑p.
]‑nt‑ä-¶‑vþ s‑kb‑vâ‑v B³{‑U‑qk‑v t‑U. 
t‑Uh‑v d‑q¯‑ns‑\ I‑m¯‑n-c‑p-¶‑p.
AhÄ h¶‑pþ Hc‑p b‑m{‑X-b‑vs‑¡‑m-c‑p-§‑n.
t‑Uh‑ns‑â s‑s‑II-f‑nÂ a‑pd‑p-s‑I-¸‑n-S‑n-¨‑v‑, C«‑n-«‑p-t‑]‑m-

I‑m³ h¿t‑Ã‑m Fs‑¶‑m-c‑mÀ¯‑n-t‑b‑m-s‑S‑, B I®‑p-
I-f‑nÂ Dä‑p-t‑\‑m-¡‑n. s‑\©‑p-]-d‑n-b‑p¶ t‑hZ-\-t‑b‑ms‑S 
h‑nd-b‑v¡‑p¶ N‑pï‑nÂ I®‑o-c‑nÂ \\ª h‑m¡‑p-IÄ 
h‑nX‑p-¼‑n.

""Sorry Dave... I have to go. I have to go back to 
England. ''

Ne-\-a-ä‑v‑, ag‑n-I-f‑nÂ a‑ng‑n-I-f‑p-S-¡‑n‑, a‑pd‑p-s‑I-¸‑n-S‑n-¨‑n-
c‑n-¡‑p¶ Xs‑â s‑s‑I¯-e-§Ä AhÄ¡‑p s‑I‑mS‑p¯‑v 
t‑Uh‑v A§-s‑\-Xs‑¶ \‑n¶‑p.

ic‑o-c-`‑m-K-§Ä a‑pd‑n-ª‑p-t‑]‑m-I‑p¶ t‑X‑m¶Â. l‑rZ-
b-¯‑nÂ Bg‑v¶‑n-d-§‑nb a‑pd‑n-h‑ns‑â h‑n§Â. H‑mt‑c‑m 
s‑\©‑n-S‑n¸‑ne‑p‑w Cf-I‑n-b‑m-S‑p¶ l‑rZ-b-¯‑nsâ t‑I‑mÀ¯‑p-
h-e‑n-¡‑p¶ s‑\‑m¼-c‑w.

s‑\‑m¼-c-§Ä Fc‑n-b‑p¶ Hc-á‑n-I‑p-Þ-a‑mb‑v t‑Uh‑v 
\‑n¶‑p I¯‑n. Bf‑n-¡-¯‑n.

]X‑n-b-¸-X‑ns‑b FÃ‑m‑w‑, s‑\‑m¼-c-§-s‑fÃ‑m‑w H‑mt‑c‑m-
¶‑mb‑n Dc‑n-ª‑p-I-fª‑v a‑pd‑ps‑I ]‑nS‑n-¨‑n-c‑n-¡‑p¶ Ah-
f‑ps‑S s‑s‑IIÄ¡‑p-Å‑nÂ Xs‑â Cj‑vSh‑p‑w k‑vt‑\lh‑p‑w 
kaÀ¸‑n¨‑v t‑Uh‑v Xe-I‑p-e‑p¡‑n k½X‑w ]d-ª‑p. 
Ahs‑f t‑NÀ¯‑p-]‑n-S‑n-¨‑v‑, \‑nd‑p-I-b‑nÂ N‑pï-aÀ¯‑n‑, 
Xs‑â i‑z‑mk-¯‑ns‑â N‑qS‑p-s‑I‑m-S‑p¯‑v b‑m{‑X-b‑m-¡‑n.

d‑q¯‑v X‑nc-ªX‑v Bs‑c F¶-t‑\‑z-j‑n-¨‑n-Ã. Hc‑n-¡Â 
Ahs‑f Dt‑]-£‑n-¨‑p-t‑]‑mb I‑q«‑p-I‑m-cs‑\ X‑nc-ª‑pÅ 

b‑m{‑X-b‑nÂ‑, Ah³ P‑oh‑n-¨‑n-c‑n-¡‑pt‑¶‑m ac‑nt‑¨‑m F¶ 
`b-¯‑n\‑p s‑Nh‑n-s‑I‑m-S‑p-¯‑n-Ã. Ahs‑\ I‑mW‑m‑w F¶ 
{‑]X‑o-£b‑v¡‑p s‑Nh‑n-s‑I‑m-S‑p-¯‑n-Ã.

t‑Uh‑v FÃ‑m‑w A‑wK‑o-I-c‑n-¡‑p-I-b‑m-b‑n-c‑p-¶‑p.
Ht‑c ]‑mX-b‑nÂ FX‑nÀZ‑n-i-b‑nÂ k©-c‑n-¨-hÀ. 

X½‑nÂ I‑q«‑n-a‑p-«‑n. Ah‑ns‑S P‑ze‑n¨ Aá‑n-b‑nÂ‑, B 
s‑]‑mÅ-e‑nÂ Ah-c-d‑nª‑p-þ N‑ne k‑vt‑\l-§Ä C§-
s‑\-b‑m-W‑v. X‑pS-¨‑p-I-f-b‑mt‑\‑m Cd-¡‑n-s‑h-b‑v¡‑mt‑\‑m Ig‑n-
b‑n-Ã. i‑z‑mk-¯‑ne‑p‑w P‑oh-\‑ne‑p‑w eb‑n-¨-§-s‑\þ Hc‑p 
h‑ni‑z‑m-k-a‑m-b‑nþ F¶‑p‑w I‑qs‑S-b‑p-ï‑m-h‑p‑w.

t‑Uh‑ns‑â s‑s‑IIÄ h‑n«‑v‑, s‑\©‑ns‑e N‑qS‑p-t‑]-£‑n¨‑v 
d‑q¯‑v X\‑n-¡‑mb‑v I‑m¯‑p-\‑nÂ¡‑p¶ I‑md‑n-\-c‑n-I‑n-t‑e¡‑p 
\S-¶‑p.

]ï‑v a½-b‑ps‑S I‑pg‑n-a‑m-S-¯‑n-\-c‑ns‑I \‑n¶ At‑X 
\‑ne‑v]‑v t‑Uh‑n\‑v A\‑p-`-h-s‑¸-«‑p.

]t‑£ I®‑p-IÄ \‑nd-ª‑n-Ã.
k‑vt‑\l‑w F{‑X X‑o{‑h-a‑mW‑v F¶‑v AÛ‑p-X-s‑¸-«‑p. 

B kX‑y‑w A‑wK‑o-I-c‑n-¨‑p. AX‑ns‑\ _l‑p-a‑m-\‑n-¨‑p. 
h‑ni‑z-k‑n-¨‑p. B kt‑´‑mj‑w Hc‑p ]‑p©‑n-c‑n-b‑n-t‑e¡‑v 
N‑pï‑p-Is‑f Ne‑n-¸‑n-¨‑p. ]‑nc‑n-b‑m³ aS‑n-¡‑p¶ a‑ng‑n-I-
t‑f‑ms‑S \‑nÂ¡‑p¶ d‑q¯‑ns‑\ s‑s‑IIÄ h‑oi‑n t‑Uh‑v 
b‑m{‑X-b‑m-¡‑n.

t‑Uh‑v ]‑ns‑¶b‑p‑w I‑p«‑n-Is‑f ]T‑n-¸‑n-¨‑p. ]‑m«‑p-IÄ 
]‑mS‑n. b‑m{‑X-s‑N-b‑vX‑p. s‑kb‑vâ‑v B³{‑U‑qk‑v Z‑n\-§-f‑m-
t‑L‑m-j‑n-¨‑p. I‑pg‑n-a‑m-S-¯‑n-\-c‑ns‑I a½-t‑b‑mS‑p k‑wk‑m-
c‑n-¨‑p. Ft‑´ C\‑nb‑p‑w Ah‑n-h‑m-l‑n-X³ F¶‑v k‑zI‑m-
c‑y-¯‑nÂ X‑nc-¡‑n-b-h-t‑c‑mS‑v Hc‑p XIÀ¸³ N‑nc‑n-t‑b‑ms‑S 
h‑nh‑m-l-¯‑ns‑â h‑y‑mJ‑y‑m\‑w ]dª‑p:

""I didn't get marry because ''She didn't say yes''.‑''
At‑¸‑m-s‑g‑m-s‑¡b‑p‑w t‑Uh‑ns‑â N‑pï‑p-I-f‑nÂ At‑X 

]‑p©‑n-c‑n-b‑p-ï‑m-b‑n-c‑p-¶‑p.
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