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        Aev]w AIsebmbn¡− B henb ho«nte¡p \S¡pt¼mÄ A¶s¯ 
A\p`h§sf¸änbmWv kp\µ Nn´n¨Xv.  Hcp ho«nÂ sN¶t¸mÄ ]pd¯v Bscbpw 
I−nÃ.  `n¯nbnse§pw ImfnwKpv _ÃpanÃ.  Npäpw t\m¡nbt¸mÄ Hcp tImWnÂ Hcp 
henb aWn sI«n¯q¡nbncn¡p¶p!  AhÄ AXnÂ ]nSn¨v ASn¨p.  s]s«¶v Hcp IXIp 
Xpd¶v HcmÄ shfnbnÂ h¶p.  \c¨ XeapSnbpw sI«p]nWªp InS¡p¶ \c¨p \o− 
XmSnbpw hc− I®pIfpw.  Hcp \oe s_ÀaqUbpw aª _\nb\pw am{XamWv AbmÄ 
[cn¨ncp¶Xv.  AhfpsS t\sc t\m¡p¶Xn\p ]Icw B aWnbnte¡mWv AbmÄ 
t\m¡nbXv.  B t\m«¯n\p ap¶nÂ aWnbpsS i_vZ¯nsâ amsämen hndsIm−p.  B 
i_vZw ]qÀ®ambn \n¶t¸mÄ AbmÄ AhfpsS t\sc t\m¡n.  
        s]«¶v AbmfpsS ssIIfpbÀ¶p.ssI¸¯nIÄ apt¶m«m¡n tNÀ¯p ]nSn¨v 
hncepIÄ AIän AXn\nSbneqsS AbmÄ kp\µbpsS t\sc t\m¡n. 

          “^âmÌn¡v.” AbmÄ apc−p.  ]e ]e BwKnfpIfnÂ AbmÄ Ahtf t\m¡n.  Xsâ 
hchnsâ Dt±iyw hnkvXcn¡ms\mcp§nb Ahtf AbmÄ XSªp. 

          “\obn§s\ hgn\osf I¨hSw sNbvXv PohnXw \in¸n¡cpXv.  Hcp kn\nam 

\SnbmtI− apJamWv \ntâXv.” 
        F¶n«v AbmÄ Xmtg¡nd§nh¶p.  I¿v AhfpsS apJ¯n\v t\sc \o«nbt¸mÄ 
AhÄ ]pdtIm«p amdn. 

        “tUm−v ]m\nIv.  tUm−v ssj Fth.”  AbmÄ ]dªp.  “\o ^nenanÂ F¯ntb 
aXnbmhq.   AXn\p th−n Aev]w Nne sNdnb XymK§Ä IqSntb Xocq.  Cäv Cukv Cs\ 

hnä_nÄ.” 
        AbmÄ Hcp hncepsIm−v AhfpsS XmSn ]nSn¨pbÀ¯n.  I®pIfnte¡v 
DufnbnSp¶Xpt]mse t\m¡n.  Hcp \nanjw a{´apKv[tbt¸mse t\m¡n\ns¶¦nepw 
s]s«¶v AbmfpsS I¿v X«namänbn«v AhÄ XncntªmSn. 

        “Umanäv.”  AbmfpsS i_vZw ]n¶nÂ tI«p.  AXnsâ XpSÀ¨ t]mse asämcp 
i_vZw. 

         “Iw Hm¬.  Iw Hm¬ UobÀ.  tUm−v tKm B^väÀ knÃn sUbnwkv.  sF Bw 

lobÀ.  hnÂ tjm bq dobÂ slh³ Bâv slÂ.  Iw.”  
        AsXmcp kv{Xo i_vZambncp¶p. 
        Ipd¨v Zqcw HmSnbn«v kp\µ \n¶p.AhÄ InXbv¡p¶p−mbncp¶p.  I¿nencp¶ 
¹mÌnIv k©nbnte¡v AhÄ t\m¡n.  CXphsc \mse®amWv hnäXv.  Adp]Xv cq] 

I½oj\p−v.  ]s£ C\nbpw \mse®w IqSnsb¦nepw hnÂ¡Ww.  AsÃ¦nÂ…….? 
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AsÃ¦nÂ I¼\nbpsS ]Ww FSp¯v adnbvt¡−n hcpw.  AtXmsS FÃmw Xocpw.  
Pbnenepw Abbv¡pambncn¡pw. 
        AhÄ BsI £oWn¨ncp¶p.CXn\Iw IpdªXv A©p Intem aoäsd¦nepw 
\S¶ncn¡Ww. 
        ]s£ \mse®w IqSn hnev¡WatÃm? 
        Iptd Zqscbmbn¡− hoSn\v t\sc kp\µ \S¶p. 
        hoSnsâ ap³ hit¯ IXIv Nmcnbncp¶p.AhÄ ImfnwKpv s_ÃnÂ 
ssIsh¨p.  ]t£ AI¯p s_ÃSn¡p¶sXm¶pw tI«nÃ. 
         Hcp ]t£ Id−nÃmbncn¡pw. 
        AhÄ hoSnsâ heXp hit¯¡p \o§n.  Hcp P\Â Xpd¶p InS¡p¶Xp I−v 
AXneqsS DÅnte¡v t\m¡n. 
        Hcp ]pcpj³ InS¶pd§p¶XmWv BZyw AhfpsS I®nÂ s]«Xv.  Hcp ap−v 
am{XamWv thjw.  AXv GXm−v apgph\pw Xs¶ icoc¯nÂ \n¶v amdn¡nS¡p¶p.  
sXm«Sp¯v  taitaÂ Hcp ¥mÊpw P¤pw Ncnªp InS¡p¶p.  Hcp Ip¸nbpw. 
           At§m«p t\m¡ns¡m−ncn¡pt¼mÄ hoSnsâ ]n¶nÂ Hcp i_vZw tI«t]mse 
tXm¶n.  AhÄ At§m«p \o§n. 
           Hcp kv{XobpsS apJ¯n\p t\sc Hcp ]pcpj³ Xsâ apJw ASp¸n¨p sIm−p 
hcp¶XmWhÄ I−Xv.  AhÀ c−p t]cpw hoSnsâ ]n¶nepÅ Hcp sNdnb hcm´bnÂ 
\nÂ¡pIbmbncp¶p.  Cfw\oe \nd¯nepÅ B kv{XobpsS kmcnbnÂ aqSn¸pX¨p 
\nev¡p¶Xp t]mse tXm¶n AbmÄ. 
           AhcpsS Npw_\w AXnsâ aqÀ²\y¯nse¯n.  ssIIÄ asäbmfnt\ 
sI«nhcnªp. 
           C{Xbpambt¸mtg¡pw Xsâ sXm−bnÂ \n¶v Hcp Npa s]m«n¸pds¸Sm³ 
XpS§p¶Xv kp\µ Adnªp.  sh{]mft¯msS AhÄ `n¯nbpsS adhnte¡v amdnbXpw 
Npa XpS§n.  AtXmsSm¸w Btcm ]mªIep¶ i_vZhpw AhÄ tI«p. 
          At¸mtg¡pw Cfw \oe kmcn¡mcn AhfpsS ASps¯¯n.  AhfpsS apJ¯v 
kp\µtbmSpÅ tIm]w I¯nsbcnªp. 

           “F´mSo ChnsS?”  kmcn¡mcn AhtfmSSp¯psIm−v tNmZn¨p. 

           “Rm³............Rm³ Nhn«n hnÂ¡m³ h¶XmWv.”AhÄ Hcphn[w ]dsªm¸n¨p. 

            “Nhn«ntbm?  tam«n¡m³ \S¡p¶ hÀ¤w.” 
            “Nhn«n. tUmÀamäv.” 
           B kv{Xo¡v H¶pw a\ÊnembnÃ.  AhfpsS a\ÊnÂ asäs´ms¡tbm Bbncp¶p. 

           “F´hmSo k©oÂ Hfn¸n¨p ht¨¡pt¶?  FSps¡So shfoev.” 
           kp\µ k©nbnÂ \n¶pw tUmÀ amäpIÄ ]pds¯Sp¯p.  `oXnbv¡nSbnepw, 
AXn\pÅnÂ Ggp Nhn«nIÄ Ds−¶pw C\nbpw \mse®w IqSnsb¦nepw hnämte BsI 
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\qäncp]Xp cq] I½oj³ In«pIbpsÅ¶pw AhtfmÀ¯p.  \qäncp]Xp cq]sb¦nepw 
In«nbnsÃ¦nep−mImhp¶ `hnjy¯ns\¸änbpÅ `oXn AhÄ¡v Aev]w ss[cyw \ÂIn. 

           “CXv Hsc®sa¦nepw hm§n¨v Fs¶ klmbn¡Ww.”  IÌtagvknsâ 
klXm]w ]nSn¨p ]än _nÊn\Êv sN¿p¶Xv icnbmb I¨hSX{´asÃ¶v 
I¼\n ]Tn¸n¨ ]mTw Hcp \nanjw AhÄ ad¶p. 

           “\ns¶ klmbn¡msaSo.”  `oXns¸Sp¯p¶ coXnbnÂ AhÀ Ahsf t\m¡n. 
“IS¡p ]pd¯v.  Nhn«n t]mepw.  Nhn«n ]pd¯m¡pIm tht−.  IÅ¡q«§fv.”  
At¸mgmWhÄ apdn¡pÅnÂ InS¡p¶ Bfns\ I−Xv.   “Blm.  \Ã sFizcysamÅ 

sIS¸v.”  AhÄ kp\µbpsS t\tc Xncnªp.  kz´w \ncmibpw AbmfpsS \áta\n 
{]ZÀi\hpw FÃmw IqSn AhfpsS tIm]w hÀ²n¸n¨p. 

           “BWp§sS XpWnamdns¡mSp¡p¶Xpw t\m¡n \n¶p ckn¡phmcpt¶mSo 

ChnsS?  \ns¶ Rm³………” 
           AhÄ kp\µbpsS I¿nte Nhn«nIÄ X«ns¯dn¸n¨p. 

          “HmsSSo s\sâ sI«psaSpt¯m−v.  AtÃÂ Nhn«p s\\¡mcnbv¡pw 

In«pt¶.”AhÄ ho−pw AIt¯¡p t\m¡n.  ”_lfw tIt«m−v HWs¶§m\pw 

h¶m¸ns¶ \nsâ I¿nÂ Nhn«n¡p ]Icw thtdhtÃmw sh¨p Xcpw At§cv.” 
           NnXdn¡nS¶ Nhn«nIÄ s]dp¡n FSp¯v k©nbnem¡n kp\µ Cd§n \S¶p.  
B kv{XobpsS \ncmi \ndª i_vZw Ahsf ]n³XpSÀ¶p. 

           “kab¯v tIdn ht¶mfpw.  \iqe§fv.” 
           CXn\Iw kp\µ B henb hoSnsâ ap³]nse¯n¡gnªncp¶p. 
           B hoSnsâ IXIv Aev]w Xpd¶p InS¶p. 
           AhÄ ImfnwKpv s_ÃnÂ hnceaÀ¯n.  AIs¯t§m s_ÃSn¡p¶ i_vZw.  
IXIn\v sNdnsbmcp Ne\w. 
           Aev]w Ignªt¸mÄ AI¯p \ns¶mcp ]pcpji_vZw tI«p. 

           “F\nbv¡v FWoäp hcm³ h¿.  BcmtWepw AIt¯m«p hcmw.” 
 
        AhÄ hcm´bnte¡p Ibdn.  IXIv Hcev]w IqSn Xpd¶v DÅnte¡p t\m¡n.   
       AhnsS I«nenÂ,   icocamkIew aqSn¸pX¨v HcmÄ InS¸p−mbncp¶p. 

       “Fsâ Imen\v Hc]ISw ]än.  FWoäp \S¡m³ h¿m.” 
        AhÄ t]mIm\mbn Xncnªt¸mÄ AbmÄ tNmZn¨p: “AXpt]ms«.   F´n\m 

h¶Xv?” 
        AhÄ I¿nse k©n DbÀ¯n¡m«n.  “CXp hnev¡m³ h¶Xm.” 
        “F´m AXnepv?” 
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       “Nhn«nIÄ.  tUmÀ amäpIÄ.” 
       AbmfpsS Zb\obamb InS¸v asämcp Zb\ob apJw AhfpsS 

Nn´bnepWÀ¯nbt¸mÄ AdnbmsX AhÄ ]dªpt]mbn.”  Hcp \mse®w IqSnsb¦nepw 

C¶v hnev¡Ww.” 
       “AsX´m \mensâ IW¡v?”  AbmÄ tNmZn¨p. 

       “AXv.............AsX\n¡v............” 
       “t]ms« AsXt´epamIs«.”  AbmÄ aµlkn¨p.  “AXns\´m she.” 
       “H¶n\v \qdpcq].  \mse®¯nsâ skäm Hmtcm¶pw.” 
       “\mep skäpw Rms\Sp¡mw.  ]t£ F\n¡v sNdnsbmcp klmbw sN¿Ww.  F´m?” 
AhÄ Nn´n¨p \n¶t¸mÄ AbmÄ XpSÀ¶p.  “Hcp sNdnb klmbw.”  AbmÄ Hcp 

`mKt¯¡v hncÂ Nq−n.  “AhnsS ASp¡fbmWv.  FÃmw AhnsSm−v.F\nbvs¡mcp ¥mÊv 

Nmbsbm−m¡n¯cWw.”  AhÄs¡t´epw ktµlaps−¦nÂ AXp XoÀ¡ms\¶h®w 

AbmÄ XpSÀ¶p.  “Fsâ `mcy AhsS ho«nte¡p t]mbXm.  AhS½¡p Xosc 

kpJanÃ.  ]ns¶……..tPmen¡mc³ SuWnepw t]mbncnbv¡p¶p.” 
       Hcp Nmbbn«p sImSp¯mÂ \mep Nhn«nIÄ sNehmIpsa¶ Adnhv Ahsf DWÀ¯n.  
_mKp Xmsg h¨n«v ASp¡fbpsS t\sc \S¶ kp\µtbmSv AbmÄ tNmZn¨p. 

        “F{X cq]bm Rm³ Xtc−Xv?” 
       \mep Nhn«nbpsS hnebmWv AbmÄ tNmZn¨sX¶v Xncn¨dnªt¸mÄ 

kp\µ ]dªp:”  \m\qdp cq].” 
       “Aªqdp cq]Xcmw.  t]mtc?  C\n BZyamsbmcp Nmbsbm−m¡n¯m.” 
       AhÄ ASp¡fbnte¡p IS¶p.  ASp¸p I¯n¨v shÅw h¨n«v aäpÅh FSp¡m³ 
XpS§n. 
       s]s«¶v ASp¸v sI«p. 
       AhÄ At§m«pXncnªt¸mÄ sXm«p ap¼nÂ ]p©ncn¨p sIm−v AbmÄ! 

       “Hcp \nanjw.”  A{Xbpw ]dªn«v Ìuhn\p apIfnte ]m{XsaSp¯v AbmÄ 
kn¦nte¡p Iagv¯n. 
       AhÄ¡v H¶pw a\ÊnembnÃ.  `oXn a\Ênte¡v Cc¼n¡bdn.  A\§m³ 
hs¿¶p ]dªp InS¶ BÄ! 

“F\ns¡mcp sImgt¸mw CÃ.”  AbmÄ Nncn¨p sIm−v AhfpsS tXmfnÂ ssI sh¨p.                   

       “Ft¶ hnSv.  Rm³ t]ms«.”  AhÄ ]dªp. 

       “Aªqdp cq] Xcmsa¶v ]dªnÃntbm?”  AbmÄ Ahsf ]nSn¨p Xt¶mSSp¸n¨p.  

“hm, apdotem«p t]mImw.” 
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         “Fs¶ hn«nsÃ¦nÂ Rm³ hnfn¨p Iqhpw.”  AhÄ ]dªp. 

       AbmÄ Hcp I¿pbÀ¯n AhfpsS hmbv s]m¯nbn«p ]dªp:”  hnfn¨p IqhnbmÂ 
\mWt¡Sv \n\¡p Xs¶.  Rms\m¶p ab§ns¡S¶¸w tam«n¡m³ AI¯p 

tIdnbXÃntbm \obv?  F¶n«p I−p ]nSn¨¸w c£s]Sms\mcShv.”  AbmÄ AhfpsS 

Np−nÂ \n¶pw Is¿Sp¯p.  “C\ow hnfn¨v Iqhv.Ffp¸ams«.” 
       Xm³ XnI¨pw h©nXbmsW¶v AhÄ Adnªp.  a\Ênsâ GsXms¡tbm Xe§Ä 
achn¨p adªp. 
       ]n¶oSv \S¶sXÃmw atätXm Ime¯nÂ thsdbmÀt¡m kw`hn¡p¶XmbmWv 
AhÄ¡v A\p`hs¸«Xv. 

        Bsctbm tNÀ¯p ]nSn¨v AbmÄ D½h¨p.  AIt¯¡p \S¯n.  B icoc¯nse   
DSbmSIÄ ]Xps¡ Agn¨pamän. 
        AbmÄ FhnsSms¡tbm, Fs´ms¡tbm, F§s\sbms¡tbm Xncªp sIm−ncp¶p.  
At¸msgms¡ sXm«Sp¯mbn Hcp \mbbpsS InX¸v AhÄ¡v A\p`hs¸«p. 
        ]n¶oSv AbmÄ Fgpt¶äp. 
        AhÄ apIfnte¡v t\m¡ns¡m−v InS¶p. 
        At¸mÄ I®n\p apIfnembn Ft´m h¶p hoWp.  AhfXv DbÀ¯n t\m¡n.   
        Xsâ hkv{X§Ä! 
        Ft§m Hcp an¶Â. 
        ]nSsªgpt¶äv AhÄ hkv{Xw [cn¨p.  ]s£ Npäp]mSpIsf¸änbpÅ Aht_m[w 
DWcm³ aSn¨p \n¶p. 
        AbmÄ Ft´m H¶v AhfpsS t\sc \o«n.  Ahfpw bm{´nIambn ssI \o«n.   
        ]t£ AXv AhfpsS I¿nÂ sImSp¡msX, AhfpsS »uÊnte¡v AbmÄ 
XncpIn¡bän.  F¶n«v Ahsft¨À¯p ]nSn¨v Np−nÂ ]Xps¡ ISn¨p.   
        B sNdnb thZ\ Ahsf DWÀ¯n.  kw`hn¨Xns\¸änbpÅ t_m[w DWÀ¶p.  
G§eSn¨psIm−v AhÄ ]pdt¯t¡mSn. 
        Xsâ _mKv B ho«nencn¡ps¶¶v AhtfmÀ½n¨p.  ]t£ Xncn¨p t]mbn 
AsXSp¡m³ icocs¯ t{]cn¸n¡m³ AhfpsS a\Êv X¿mdmbnÃ. 
        amÀÆnS¯nÂ Ft´m DcÊp¶Xp t]mse tXm¶nbt¸mÄ AhÄ AhnsS Xncªv 
AXp ]pds¯Sp¯p. 
        Hcp Aªqdp cq] t\m«v. 
        Hcp thiybmbmtWm Ah³ Fs¶ IcpXnbXv! 
        CXnse¦nepw Rm\hs\ tXmev]n¡pw.XoÀ¨. 
        AhÄ B ho«nte¡v Xncn¨p \S¶p. 
        hoSnsâ ap³ hit¯ hcm´bnÂ AhfpsS _mKv Ccn¸p−mbncp¶p.  AhÄ 
AsXSp¯p. 
        At¸mÄ AI¯v GtXm Ne\§Ä. 
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        AhÄ Nhn«nIÄ Hs¶m¶mbn FSp¯p Xdbnen«p.  B i_vZ§fneqsS 
AbmtfmSpÅ {]XnImcw AhÄ BkzZn¨p. 
        \mse®w AhnsS¯s¶bn«n«v _m¡n aqs¶®w XncnsI _mKnem¡nbn«v 
shfnbnend§n AhÄ \S¶p.  At¸mÂ Hcp IXIp Xpd¡p¶Xpw AtXmsSm¸w 

Xsâ ]n¶nembn AbmfpsS i_vZhpw tI«p.  “Bcm AXv?” 
         AbmÄ ]pd¯nd§n\n¶v Xs¶ t\m¡pIbmsW¶v AhÄ¡v t_m[yap−mbncp¶p.  
 
  
         AhÄ F¯pt¼mÄ saUn¡Â tÌmÀ ASbv¡m³ XpS§pIbmbncp¶p.  AhÄ 
sImSp¯ {]nkv{In]vj³ hm§n acps¶Sp¯v sImSp¯n«v AhnsS \n¶bmÄ ]dªp. 

          “\qän ap¸¯©pcq]m” 
          “IgnªbmgvN hm§n¨¸w \qäncp]Xv cq]bmcp¶p.” 
AhÄ kt¦mNt¯msS ]dªp. 

          “AXv t\ct¯ h¶ tÌm¡mcp¶p.  C¸ghcv sheIq«n.” 
          AhÄ Aªqdp cq]t\m«v AbmfpsS I¿nÂ sImSp¯n«v _m¡n hm§n.  \msf 
cmhnse I¼\nbnÂ ASbv¡m³ ]Xn\©p cq] Ipdhv.  
           AXns\´p adp]Sn ]dbpw? 
           acp¶pw sIm−v AXnthKw \S¶v AhÄ ho«nse¯n.Nmcn¡nS¶ IXIv Xpd¶p. 
 
 
           AhnsS Hcp Ibäp I«nenÂ AhfpsS `À¯mhv InS¶ncp¶p.Acbv¡p Xmtgm«v 
Ne\ kzmX{´yw \jvSs¸« HcmÄ. 
           AbmfpsS apJ¯v tIm]`mhw sXfnªp. 

           “\mepaWn¡v acp¶p sIm−phcmsa¶pw ]dªv t]mbXÃmcpt¶mSo \obv?   

F¶n«n¸w kabw F´mbn?”  AbmÄ `n¯nbnte t¢m¡nte¡v I®pIÄ ]mbn¨p.  “Ggp 
aWn.  FhnSmcp¶p \o CXphsc?  BscsS IqsS sIS¡phmcps¶So?  h¿m¶p I−¸w 

AhfsXmcp Xcam¡n.  AehemXn.” 
            Hc£cw an−msX AhÄ AXp tI«p\n¶p.  AbmÄ ]dªp XoÀs¶¶p 
I−t¸mÄ AhÄ ]dªp. 

            “aXn.  aXn.  C\nbnt¸m Rm³ Iªnh¡mw.  AXp IpSnt¨¨v acp¶pw 

IpSnt¨m−v \Ãt]mse Hd§Ww.”  AhÄ Iq«nt¨À¯p.  “UmIvädn§\m ]dtª¡pt¶.” 
                “F¶n«pthWw s\\¡v I−hsâ s]mdtI t]mIm³.  Hd¡ns¡S¯ntb¨v.” 
            “A§ns\¦ne§s\.  GXmbmepw Ffp¸w H¶p skmJamsbWobv¡v.  F¶n«p 

thWw Ahs\sbms¡ sImÃm³.” 
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            AhÄ I«nenencp¶p.  “Fs´mcp NqSv.”  ]dªpsIm−v AhÄ »ukgn¨v 
apIfnte AbbnÂ Xq¡n 

    AbmfpsS tate¡v Nmª AhÄ AbmfpsS ssIIsfSp¯v Xsâ IhnfnÂ h¨p.   

            B I¿psS \\hpw NqSpw AhfpsS t_m[aÞe¯nte¡v {]hln¨p.  At¸mÄ 
B a\pjy³ Aªqdp cq]bmWv X¶sX¶pw A©p Nhn«nbmWv AhnsS 
sht¡−nbncp¶sX¶pw Xsâ A¶t¯ I½oj³ XpI am{Xta acp¶n\p NnehmbpÅq 
F¶pw AhÄ HmÀ½n¨p.  AtXmsSm¸w A¶v kw`hn¨Xns\¸änbpÅ HmÀ½Ifpw IS¶p 
Ibdn.AhfpsS I®pIÄ \ndsªmgpIn. 

             B \\hv Xsâ s\©nÂ X«nbt¸mÄ AbmÄ AhfpsS apJw I¿nseSp¯p 
Npw_n¨n«p ]dªp: 

             “IcbmsX.FÃmw F\n¡dnbmw.  ]ns¶ s]s«¶pÅ tZjy¯n\v ]dªp 
t]mIphm.  C\n Rm³ kq£nt¨mfmw.  kpJambm¸ns¶ Fsâ s]®ns\ Rm³ Hcp 

tPmen¡pw Abbv¡¯panÃ.  C\n Hd§nt¡m.” 

             AbmÄ AhfpsS ]pd¯v XgpIns¡m−ncp¶p.  Hcp iniphns\t¸mse 
im´ambn Ahfpd§n. 

 

                                                           IrjvW 


