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Vatican newspaper
decries ‘caliphate of
brutality’; Mosul cathe-
dral becomes mosque

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) has removed the crosses
from all 30 churches and monasteries
in Mosul and converted the Syriac Or-
thodox cathedral into a mosque, ac-
cording to the Assyrian International
News Agency.

ISIL, also known as Islamic State
and ISIS, took over Irag’s 2nd-largest
city in June and later ordered all Chris-
tians to leave, pay an unspecified tax,
or convert to Islam. The jihadist group
now controls 40% of Iraq and 30% of
Syria.

According to “Caliphate of Brutal-
ity,” a front-page story in L' Osservatore
Romano, ISIL’s leader, Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi, has ordered all women and
girls within its territory to undergo geni-
tal mutilation. The Vatican newspaper
also reported that ISIL earlier ordered
“families to give virgin girls in marriage
to jihadists” and segregated universi-
ties by sex.
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CARDINALS’ COUNCIL FOCUSED ON
PONTIFICAL COUNCILS FOR LAITY, FAMILY

Vatican City: The meeting of the Council of
Cardinals, the group set their sights on the
Pontifical Councils for the laity and the fam-
ily, with a special mention of the potential
inclusion of laity in those councils' tasks.

According to Fr. Lombardi, director of
the Holy See press office, the council of car-
dinals on July 4 “resumed its reflections on
the dicasteries of the curia. The Pontifical
Councils for laity and family were studied in
particular depth, especially in terms of the
contributions and role that should be as-
sumed by laypeople, married couples, and
women.”

A possible merger of those two councils
into a congregation for the laity is expected,
but Fr. Lombardi stressed that “decisions
were not made, though more detailed propos-
als were offered that will subsequently be in-
serted into the overall framework of the new
configuration of the curia.”

He underscored that “there is still not a
draft of a new (apostolic) constitution, since
the cardinals are at the moment just taking
into consideration the contributions gener-
ally given by individual cardinals charged with
the task of studying specific matters.”

Fr. Lombardi recounted that an English-

speaking cardinal had described the meet-
ings as “free, frank, and friendly,” and that
Pope Francis “is very naturally involved in
the dialogue, and he also favors dialogue,”
even while “we should consider that the
council will make its suggestions, but Pope
Francis will make the final decision.”

This round of meetings, held July 1-4,
was the fifth meeting of the council of car-
dinals. The next three sessions will take
place Sep. 15-17, Dec. 9-11, and Feb. 9-11,
and Fr. Lombardi underscored that there will
be further meetings following these.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJO6EayxkeA
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